Minister’s Letter

Dear Friends
It is easy to come to church, to find some enthusiasm, to become caught up in the
story of Jesus as we come to the Christmas period. However in reality most of it is
Advent and Christmas does not start until 25th December. Hence some will say that
we don’t sing sufficient of the ‘Christmas’ carols before Christmas. Now you know
why! There is a story to tell that is associated with, but which certainly is not,
Christmas.
I want to suggest that as we grow and develop we
hold a continued dialogue within ourselves, in
multifarious voices, not as a meaningless babble,
but as a way of keeping ourselves true, honest and
moving forward.

If we truly engage with that

process then we don’t just revisit that old story and
find warmth and comfort. What it must do is change
us – every visit – so that we leave as different people. We’ll still find the basic story,
we’ll still find a constant God who loves us, but this real renewed relationship will
actually feel tangible and alive!
Most of life, and most of the time we are in church is ordinary time. If we are
sufficiently aware then even this ordinariness can be revealing, if not demanding in
attention, interpretation, and response. I came across a rather depressing
description of this in an essay earlier in the year. The author involved, whom I have
not read directly, Schopenhauer, was born in 18thC Poland. He suggested that the
rapidly fleeting present is all there is; everything else (what we casually refer to as
past or future) is merely a fanciful play of thought. And our failure truly to know past

or future, said Schopenhauer, robs the present of significance, robs us of the ability
even to have a present: “At every moment, all things become as nothing and thereby
lose their true value.”1 But we know the seasons come and go and have light, colour,
contrast and meaning. The major festival days have colours, they are - Christmas,
Epiphany, Easter, All Saints, Transfiguration – the colour white (it can be argued that
the colour should be gold!) Trinity could fall into the same category, but we would
usually designate it by the colour red; Advent and Lent are purple for penitence, and
all other Sundays are ‘green’ for ordinary time. That time used to be known as
Pentecost. So the Sundays were numbered from Pentecost Sunday on until Christ
the King, before Advent Sunday. (Some would have what we call the season of
Epiphany also called ordinary time. However I think keeping Epiphany helps us
concentrate on the significant markers in Jesus life as we move from Christmas
towards Lent.)
Back to that essay which goes on to pick up suggestions from other authors showing
how ‘we’ keep time now only goes to empty the future of meaning. Our task must be
to authentically keep the now, read it, hear it, understand
it, and transmit it onward, for our own sakes and for others,
not just with meaning, but with joyous infectious enthusiasm
that draws the world into God’s time – all of it, even the
ordinary! Then perhaps the idea of hope making future
things real in our present context will give the enthusiasm for periods like Advent.
Also we will be getting somewhere towards our goal of seeing more than just the
same old story. You may, if I wait long enough, even be driven to exclaim, ‘Alleluia!’
when Christmas does arrive because we’ve not rubbed the shine off already!
I truly wish you a happy Christmas and a brighter New Year.
God bless
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St Andrew’s News

FAMILY NEWS
Congratulations to Gordon and Susan McDougall whose first grandchild
was born on October 14th. Annabel Penelope is the daughter of Louise and Joe
Caesar.
We are delighted to hear your news and know that you will enjoy being
grandparents. We send our good wishes to the happy family.

*

*

*

Congratulations also to Bill and Nancy Steel on the birth of
another grandson. Bill Jonathon was born on October 13th, a
son for John and Sarah.
We wish all the family good health and happiness.

*

*

*

We were sorry to hear of the death of Norman Taylor, Audrey’s younger brother. He
had been suffering greatly in recent weeks and died peacefully in Ashgate Hospice.
We extend our sincere sympathy to Audrey and to Norman’s widow, Margaret and
their respective families.
Our thoughts and prayers are with you.

*

*

*

Dorothy Graham has made a good recovery following her recent surgery.
We are pleased to see you looking so well, Dorothy.

*

*

*

A very big “thank you” to everyone who donated so generously to my Coffee
Morning. We raised £215 for Andrew’s charity for which the family and I are most
grateful.
Trudy.

*

*
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*

To all at St. Andrew’s.
Thank you for your gift. It was very kind and much appreciated.
I’ve settled well into university and am really enjoying it.
Lots of love
Yakira.

*

*

*

Sincere thanks to everyone for your prayers, cards, phone calls and flowers during my recent
‘incapacity’. Also grateful thanks for the numerous offers of transport for Gordon whilst I
was unable to drive. A big thank you to Marion who so kindly transported me to and from
the hospital in Sheffield, and not forgetting Eileen Hancock who accompanied us. I was so
grateful to both of you for helping to alleviate the stress.
God Bless
Pat Hornblower

*

*

*

Charlotte Jones helped her grandfather, Robert Lee, cut down and chop up
overgrown trees at the back of the manse during the summer holidays. In
appreciation, Church Meeting agreed to pay £150 to the fund for her school trip to
Russia. Charlotte writes:
A big heart felt thanks for the generous contribution towards my Russia funds it will
help a lot. Lots of love from Charlotte.

*

*

*

Please continue to remember in your prayers Birdie Townend,
Margaret Wilcockson, Cora Whittaker and Alison Harrow.
*

*
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CHURCH NEWS
Church Meeting Report :
Two church meetings have been held since the last edition of the newsletter.
Newsletter We accepted with sincere thanks Alison Dawson’s offer to produce the
newsletter. We agreed that from October the Newsletter would be bi-monthly and
that we would gather email addresses so where people are willing, they can receive
the newsletter by email. Holymoorside has confirmed their agreement to this
decision. We also agreed to a retiring collection for a gift for Lesley Caddy to thank
her for her work as Newsletter Editor. The Treasurer reported that £41 had been
collected and will send her a cheque for £50.
Premises At both meetings we discussed repairs to the manse and redecoration of
the church. We agreed that following the water leak in the manse kitchen we would
completely refit the kitchen and replace the old boiler. We have been offered £3540
by the insurance company and a grant of £2560 by Synod towards the cost. The
work should go ahead in early December. In September we approved expenditure of
£1550-1600 for the external redecoration of the premises and up to £1300 to
complete the redecoration of the sanctuary and vestibule. In November we approved
expenditure of up to £1200 + VAT to replace the vestry window and the fire door
next to the vestry. Much of this work will not take place until spring 2014, giving time
to gather the money needed.
Finance The Treasurer reported that the bank balance in the first
week of November was £13,592. But with some heavy
expenditure on the premises planned he is looking forward to the
expected boost from the Christmas Bazaar! We agreed at the September meeting
to distribute letters to everyone encouraging giving to the church and including a
leaflet on proportionate giving produced by the URC. These went out in October
and we look forward to your response.
Ecumenical We heard the plans from Churches Together in Newbold for next year.
The Week of Prayer Service will be at St Hugh’s at 6.00pm on Sunday January 19th
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and our own minister will be the preacher. There will be an event on Tuesday June
3rd, details to follow.
We agreed to give our Food Bank collections during November and
occasional months in 2014 to the Salvation Army for their Food Bank
in Newbold.
Lent We agreed to run the York course during Lent 2014. Details of days and times
will be in the February/March Newsletter.
The next Church Meeting will be on Sunday 2nd February immediately after
worship. Everyone is welcome and encouraged to come.

*

*

*

Commitment for Life
Linda Mead, the Commitment for Life Coordinator, wrote to thank
us for the warm welcome we gave her and her husband when
she came to lead worship on 20th October. It was encouraging to receive news from
her of the work in our partner country, Zimbabwe. Our donations this year were
£645. Because of the new rules, nearly all of this can be gift aided which will
increase the amount of the Gift Aid rebate next year.
There is to be a change in the Commitment for Life partners next year. Zimbabwe,
Bangladesh and Israel and the Occupied Territories remain partners and their
programmes and projects will continue to receive funding from Commitment for Life
through Christian Aid. Jamaica is leaving the programme and in its place is Central
America, which includes Nicaragua, El Salvador, Honduras and Guatemala.
Christian Aid has been supporting partners in Central America for many years and
this will allow them to increase their work there with URC support.

*

*
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Church Membership
There are currently a number of people interested in exploring and discovering more about church
membership within the United Reformed Church. We’ll be running a few sessions in the New Year
that will be open to anyone who wishes to join us in that quest.
At this stage there is no expectation that you will become members – only that
you’ll commit to the sessions together. It will be at the end of these that you’ll
be asked if you wish to turn your interest into the deeper commitment of
membership.
So why not come as part of a larger group and learn just a little more of what the United Reformed
Church is now, has been in the past and what you can do for the future? It may be, of course, that
even as a member, you’ll want to come along and refresh your knowledge of membership and
what it means. All will be made welcome.
We will attempt to fix some dates shortly and will announce them either through the weekly notices
in church and/or via a hand-out.
Thank you; I look forward to seeing you.

*

*

*

Pictures from Synod
• Marrissa with her white flower hair ornament concentrating hard on her task at
the Big Picnic in May.
• Natalie and Becky, who came to our coffee morning last
February, sitting around a camp fire in an African night on the
Youth Exchange trip to Botswana.
• Martin Gage of Christian Aid promoting legacy giving and raising rueful laughter
when he told us that people who make a will live longer than those who don’t –
and those who leave a bequest to a charity or church, a few months longer still.
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• Rev Jenny Mills, in a stunning outfit ready to attend a wedding later that day,
telling us of progress made to create ‘Hubs’ and ‘Advocates’ to support children’s
and youth work throughout the Synod.
• Charles Jolly and friends staging a skit on an Elders meeting - ploughing through
business items 14 – 20 at breakneck speed, remitting them
to sub-groups and ending with a wail from the Church
Secretary that she doesn’t know who is on the sub-groups as
‘we only have 10 members’!
Does Synod matter? The churches, the people, the children, the ministers – all of
us are the Synod, so, yes it does and let’s celebrate it!
Helen Lidgett

*

*

*

Christmas Party
The Christmas Party will be at 4.00pm on Saturday 11th January.
Tickets £5, children free, available from Anne Wilson from
Sunday 29th December. Anne needs numbers for catering
purposes, so please let her know as soon as possible if you are coming.

*
Christmas Bazaar raises £1065.18
Tombola
88.00
Cakes
195.00
Raffle
66.50
Books
34.06
White elephant
89.85
Plants
196.95
Refreshments
113.30
Bottles and Jars
77.67
Santa’s Grotto
13.00

*

*

Jars with Gifts
27.00
Games
16.61
Crafts (D Eyre)
22.42
Gift bags with bottles 22.00
Toys
9.00
Clown’s birthday
9.62
Craft Group
38.50
Jewellery
20.70
Donations
25.00

Thank you to everyone for their hard work and especially to Marion for organising
the event.
Patrick

*

*
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Book Review :
A dear friend Cheryl, daughter of a minister who trained with Patrick at New College,
has written a lovely and deeply moving book of poems and reflections charting her
path through depression to a new sense of wholeness, in herself and with her family
and with God: A Journey to Well Being or How to deal with Slugs, Worms and
Caterpillars. Her poems are simply written and use ordinary, everyday things to
express some very profound thoughts and emotions. She is painfully honest about
her experiences. She comments after some poems where she is at that point. She
enables us to walk and pray with her on this journey. Most of the poems are set out
in a format of very short lines that makes them too long for the newsletter, but here
is one.
In My Room
I have giraffes
And mixers
Covent Garden pictures
And dust
And chairs and sofas
And the Avebury Stone Circle
I have spiders and plants
I have photos and sewing
I have books
And fire
And candles
I have space and warmth
And silence and peace
In my room
I am quiet
I am peaceful
I have time
11

I have rest
I can think
I can sleep
I can stop
Or do nothing at all.
Her book costs £6.50 and is available directly from Cheryl. See her advert in this
edition. If enough people would like a copy I can buy several to sell. Let me know.
Helen
A Journey to Well Being
How to deal with slugs, worms and caterpillars
A book of reflections and poems written over a five year adventure
of self discovery and faith.
Includes anger, doubt and questions.
With spaces for your own thoughts, prayers and doodles.
Tested on people of Wellingborough URC.
Written by Cheryl Bhagwandin
Price £6.50
Order in person or online
Cheryl62@fsmail.net
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Holymoorside News
Julie and John Baskerville are continuing their work to cover the paths around
church with pebbles, without having to ask each time depending on the weather and
the availability of money.
The events committee have met and have suggested the following dates for 2014 :22nd February

World War 1 entertainment with tea

5th April

Italian Evening

7th June (?)

Musical Entertainment by Robinson’s Review

19 / 20th July

Church Holiday in Whitby

21st to 25th August

Flower Festival

4th October

Old Holymoorside Film Show

Nov

Christmas Bazaar

Dec

Christmas Meal

*

*

*

Cottonmillers
At the Annual General Meeting of The Cottonmillers, the members organised events
for 2014. Finances are good. Recently they have lost a few members, so new
members will be very welcome. After the AGM they were entertained by Ken and
Rita Taylor. A raffle was organised and the proceeds sent to Bluebell Wood
Children’s Hospice.
Barbara Turner has resigned from her post as Pulpit Secretary. Polly Hindle has
agreed to take on the post for 6 months. The church meeting expressed their
sadness at Barbara’s resignation saying that she has carried out this job extremely
well, finding different, interesting people to lead our worship. Thank you Barbara.
*

*

*

A donation of £50 has been sent to Synod to help to offset the cost of General
Assembly.
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A Carbon Monoxide detector is to be fitted in the kitchen.
Christian Aid asked for donations to help with the Philippines Typhoon Appeal. £92
was collected at the close of the Family Remembrance Service. Many of our
members have already contributed to this fund.

*

*

*

Church Events
The church was almost full for The Family Remembrance Service, as the names of
those who had died were read out. The families were able to light a
candle in memory of a loved one, though lighting the candle was
optional. The flowers in church had been provided by John and Mary
Birds, the village undertakers and the flowers were arranged by Sally Wibberley.

*

*

*

Churches Together in Holymoorside Christmas events
On Saturday December 7th at 10am we are holding a community workshop in the
meeting room. The figures in the nativity scene need renovating and
we need help. If you have friends or neighbours who are good with a
needle or who have material, scissors and threads please bring
them along. Everyone is welcome
Sun Dec 15th at 10.30am in the Village Hall there will be a Messy
Church service when we hope you will bring your children and grandchildren and
help them to make their own Christingles. There will also be other activities for
adults and children. This will be a service for all the family.
On Friday December 20th at 6.45 pm the Nativity Scene will be blessed
On Christmas Eve 7pm there will be carols in the Recreation Ground with
Holymoorside Band. Please
be aware that it will be held

outside, the Village Hall will

not be open, so come with a

torch and prepared for the

weather.
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Synod Report
The post of Youth and Children’s Work Developer is to be advertised in December.
Youth and Children’s Work hubs will coordinate geographical areas so that churches
can ask questions, share resources and contact the advocate of their hub for help.
Finance and Property.
Ministry and Mission Fund (M&M): We were told that 9.15% is given back to the
Synod. 85% of M&M goes to ministers’ stipends, some goes to the administration,
youth work, Pilots, overseas mission and training new ministers. A new report on a
giving survey is to be sent to the churches. Amongst other things it has been found
that the least well off give proportionately more than the wealthiest and that the
offering people give each week rises in proportion to the involvement in church life,
e.g. elders give more than members.
Synod hopes to get £30,000 in 2014 from resource sharing i.e. richer synods helping
poorer ones. If not, next year’s budget will have to be changed. Although there is a
half-year deficit, a small surplus is likely by the end of 2013.
Churches were asked to help defray the cost of next year’s General Assembly,
which is now held every 2 years, by sending a donation. Church House is allowing
£50 per person for meals and accommodation, the rest will be met by Synod which
is sending 16 representatives, though 3 young people will be paid for by Church
House.
Martin Gage gave a talk about making a will. Every November solicitors will not
charge for making a will if you agree to give a donation to 1 of 9 charities. £13.6
million has been raised since 1988. If people in your church are interested in leaving
something in their will to charity, he will come and talk to the church.
Property Report :

Tideswell are still waiting for the auction of the Church and

school room. Rose Hill has not yet completed the proposed lease to Chesterfield
Studios. The church has been given permission to undertake internal alterations.
Wirksworth are having a new roof on their church.
Mission Development : We have been asked to contact a mission enabler to
report on Back to Church Sunday. Vision 2020 is a framework to support planning
15

for mission. Churches are invited to select 1 or 2 mission priorities and form a
Mission Pledge to address these priorities. If we need help the Mission Development
Group will help.
Charles Jolly would like to talk to churches involved in food banks.
Pastoral Report : As there are now no district councils it is hoped to have either
annual or 6 monthly meetings in different areas for fellowship, social and discussion
of items of interest to the group.
A successor is needed to Duncan Smith as Synod Clerk. A young person is also
needed to represent the views of F.U.R.Y. to synod.
Barbara Turner
*

*
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Bible Study

The Bible passage is Numbers 8: 1 - 14
We are now into the period of Advent. We’ve had advance notice and are well
prepared to face these few weeks of reflection on what Christmas might mean for us
this year.
In the reading we found that the Levites were to be prepared for their office of
overseeing the worship of Israel and the rituals of the Tent of Meeting. Part of it was
to do with light and preparing oneself, the rest about dedication.
As a community we are preparing to welcome the light into the world and then tell
the world about the light – the light of God in Christ. We have Jesus’ own words for
that in John’s Gospel 8:12 and 9:5 where he says, ‘I am the light of the world.’
It would be strange, and Jesus thought so too, if people who
have light hide it away so that it cannot be seen.(Matt 5: 1416) We should be actively looking for ways to make the light
known, understood, available as a force for good in the world.
It was at the birth of Jesus, what we call Christmas, that the angel choirs appear to
shepherds in the Judean hills and lit up the sky with their numbers and musical
message. (Luke 2:8-20) It was later still that the wise men arrive from outside the
country to offer stupendous gifts of great wealth to the new-born baby Jesus. (Matt
2:1-12)
They were significant for the future child – portents of his life and meaning for us
who follow after him. They are illuminations of all that is to follow – the gold of
kingship, the frankincense representing Jesus’ priestly role, and the myrrh of
17

suffering. At this point we are confronted by the local religious community in
Jerusalem who didn’t travel the few miles to Bethlehem. Yet these Wise men, who
came ‘from a far country’, saw what they believed to be a sign and followed through.
We need to follow through into the New Year. We need to overcome the boring bits,
the tough times, enjoy the exciting and rewarding occasions. We need to be
consistent in our commitment; not necessarily being seen on every possible
occasion but being known as reliable and there when needed.
So the period of Advent is very important for the days ahead – in fact the year
ahead. You will be reading this after the end of the church’s year – November 24th,
the Sunday known as Christ the King; a day that crowns the whole year. On the
other hand you will receive it as we commence that journey into a new year, a new
relationship with Jesus as you perceive it this year.
It is a time of liminality. It is our opportunity to become familiar with and find a friend
in a period of contemplation and ‘in-betweenness’. May God bless your time of
reflection, your celebrations and your journey with him through the year ahead.
Amen.

*

*
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Prayer Page
Holy God, gather us now.
Draw us from our fears
into your strong arms.
Draw us from our hiding places
into your forgiveness.
Draw us from our separateness
into one body.
Holy God, gather us now
into the light of the new-born King, Jesus,
in whose name we pray.
Amen.
Lord of all that is, Creator, Friend and Inspiration:
you are the Light that shines through all light,
the Life of all that lives.
We stand before you as your children
with no words great enough to speak your glory,
no words strong enough to tell your love,
no words rich enough to give our thanks.
Accept, then, the wordless pictures of our hearts,
the loving music of our souls;
for you are beyond the reach of our descriptions
and the glory of your holiness is beyond our imagining.
Amen.
Let all Creation praise God.
Let the whole earth sing;
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from shining mountain peak to the depths of the sea.
Let all Creation praise him.
Let all Creation praise God.
Let the wind and waves sing their wild songs;
let snow and fire dance in worship.
Let all Creation praise him.
Let all Creation praise God.
The fruit of the earth is full of his goodness
and all that moves is his marvelous work.
Let all Creation praise him.
Let all Creation praise God,
for God is here among us.
God walks with all the people of the earth,
pouring his gracious Spirit on each one
and welcoming us into his loving heart.
Let all Creation praise him.
Alleluia. Amen.
A blessing:
Jesus Christ, Babe of Bethlehem, Prince of Peace,
fill us with such joy that we must share it;
with such love that we must live it;
with such peace that we must give it to every person and nation.
Fill us with your gracious Spirit,
so that through our lives your blessings fill the world.
Amen.
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St Andrew’s Rotas
DEC

Door

Vestry

Readers

Refreshments

1

Mike & Janet

Ann

Wendy & Denise

Betty & Emma

8

Margery & Bill

Peter

Margery & Bill

Helen & Patrick

15

Marion & John

Eileen

Marion & Rosemary

Vilma & Denise

22

Ethel & Gordon

Ian

Ethel & Gordon

Audrey & Joyce

29

Helen & Patrick

Robert

Helen & Patrick

Ann C & ?

Alison & Peter

Helen

Alison & Peter

12

Eileen & Ian

Patrick

Eileen & Ian

Ann W & Joyce

19

Janet & Mike

Marion

Wendy & Denise

Betty & Emma

26

Margery &

Robert

Margery & Audrey

Janet & Mike

Ann

Marion & Rosemary

Alison & Peter

JAN
5

Audrey
FEB
2

Marion & John

FLOWER ROTAS
DEC

St Andrew’s

Holymoorside

1st

Scouts

Gaynor

8th

Janet Warburton

Ellen

15th

Meryl

22nd Margaret Harrow

Daphne

29th

Margaret Harrow

Sue

5th

Eileen Gordon

Polly

12th

Joan Gray

Barbara

19th

Linda Barker

Rachel

26th

Monday Club

Dolly

JAN
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Dates for your Diary

ST ANDREW’S DECEMBER
Mon 2

Elders Planning Meeting

7.30 pm

Tues 3

Craft Group

7.00 pm

Wed 4

Guild Christmas Party

3.00 pm

Bible Study – 10 Birkdale Drive

7.30 pm

Sat 7

Concert by the Phoenix Choir

7.00 pm

Mon 9

Monday Club Christmas Party

7.30 pm

Wed 8

Prayers for Healing

10.30

Sat 11

Church Christmas/ New Year Party

4.00 pm

Mon 13

Elders Training

7.00 pm

The Monday Club: Louise Nesbeth ‘Meet your

7.30 pm

2014 JAN

Ancestors’
Wed 15

Elders Meeting

7.00 pm

Tues 28

Elders Training

7.00 pm

HOLYMOORSIDE - DECEMBER
Sat 7th

Community workshop in URC meeting

10.00

room
Tues 10th

Christmas Meal at the Bull

7.00 pm

Sun 15th

Make your own Christingle in the Village

10.30

Hall
Tues 24th

Carol Service with Holymoorside Band

4.00 pm

Carols in the Park with Holymoorside Band

7.00 pm
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Worship in our Churches

Holymoorside - 9.30 am

St Andrew’s - 11.00 am

DECEMBER
1st

Rev K Paskin

Advent Service & Service for St Andrew’s
Day – Rev J Cook
Christingle Service 5.00 pm

8th

Nativity with Beavers

Deaconess Mavis Plater

15th

Carol Service 4pm

Junior Church Sunday

Revs B Harding & J Cook
22nd Rev J Cook

Rev J Cook
Carols by Candlelight at 7.00 pm

24th

Christmas Eve with Midnight Communion
at 11.30 pm - Rev J Cook

25th

Christmas Day Service -

Christmas Day Service – Rev J Cook

Donald Walker
29th

Members’ Service

The Elders

2014 JANUARY
5th

Mr Charles Jolly

Communion & Covenant Service Rev J Cook

12th

Rev J Cook

Mr Chris Townsend

19th

Rev G Hornblower

Rev J Cook
Service for Christian Unity at St Hugh’s
Newbold at 6.00 pm

26th

Rev J Cook

Rev J Cook

FEBRUARY
2

Rev J Cook
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Church Officers

Minister

Rev John Cook

Tel: 01246 236020

187 Newbold Road
Chesterfield
S41 7BE

Secretary

ST ANDREW’S

HOLYMOORSIDE

Mrs Helen Lidgett

Mrs Judith Bramley

01773 590585
Treasurer

Rev Patrick Lidgett
01773 590585

FWO Secretary

Mrs Audrey Turner
01246 232151

Pulpit Supply
Secretary

Mr Ian Gordon

01246 569025
Mrs Janette Ward
01246 569183
Mrs Gaynor Nunn
01246 568546
Mrs Polly Hindle

01246 270954

01246 566992

Churches’ joint website : www.chesterfieldurc.org.uk

MAGAZINE DEADLINE
Please submit all contributions for the February/March Church News to Helen
Lidgett or Judith Bramley by Friday, 24 th January, 2014.
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